[image: image1.wmf]









ISSN 1595-6342

NEWS

Over 200 Killed By Islamic Fanatics In Kaduna

Ostensibly in protest of an alleged blasphemous commentary in a Lagos-based national daily, THISDAY, Islamic fanatics launched a sudden savage attack on innocent Christians in the city of Kaduna (and later Abuja and Bauchi) in the northern part of the country in late November.  Without any inkling that danger was forthcoming, law abiding citizens going about their daily legitimate businesses were attacked, killed and maimed.  In addition to the usual knives and machetes, sophisticated weapons including AK 47 rifles were used in mowing down innocent Christians.  About 220 lives and properties estimated at billions of naira (mainly Church buildings and properties) were wasted.  All these for a matter that had no connection whatsoever with Christianity!


A lady Style columnist of the newspaper had commented that the prolonged and continued apparent angst of some section of the Moslem community against the Miss World competition then scheduled to hold in Nigeria (in some southern cities and Abuja) was only a hypocritical stance.  She further suggested that going by the dispositions of Islam (for instance, faithfuls look forward to a harem of 72 virgins in Paradise!) she believed the Prophet of Islam might not only have allowed such a contest, he might even have chosen one of the contestants as a bride.  The newspaper has since issued strongly-worded statements of apologies (by highly placed Moslem members); but all these have had no impact on people who apparently were looking for an excuse to cause chaos in the country and particularly spill Christian blood.  As it were, though it is desecrating to the month of Ramadan to host beauty pageants, it is quite proper to shed the blood of innocents (who had NOTHING to do, not even endorsements, for the matter in question!).  Among those killed was 78 years old Rev James Odion Iyere who was beaten into a state of coma, stabbed and burned right in his Church compound.

To worsen matters, there has been no sense of remorse, considering the statements coming from Islamic leadership.  In fact, a deputy governor (Mamuda Shinkafi of Zamfara state), apparently not satisfied with the extent of damage yet done, has gone ahead to further pronounce a fatwa (death sentence) on the journalist involved!  As usual CAN leadership has threatened on newspapers that Christians will not tolerate such killings in the future. (see e.g Punch, Nov 28, 2002, front page)

Anglican Bishops vow to stop politicians with questionable characters

Arising from a meeting in Ukware, Orlu Diocese, Bishops of the Anglican Church in Nigeria have vowed to stop politicians, especially Christians, who are found to be of questionable characters from seeking re-election or fresh mandate in the forthcoming elections.  Speaking on the issues, the Bishop of Offa Diocese, Rev Gabriel Akinbiyi said the decision was reached after a careful consideration of the disappointment and disgrace which the politicians had brought to the Church.  Said the Bishop: “We will campaign against them.  We will pray against them, because many of them are a disgrace to Christianity.  A Muslim will stand for Allah, a pagan will stand for Sango and they will call for cultural revival, but a Christian will get there and seal up his lips.     … We look for people [Christian politicians] who will stick their neck for the truth, we cannot find any.  And that is why we are suffering”.  (Punch Dec 10, pg  12)

Horror Unleashed On Christian Students At Zaria

No fewer than 20 Christian students at the Federal College of Education, Zaria (Kaduna State) were brutally murdered by gangs organized by Moslem students to disrupt the Students Union election on September 26, 2002.  Tension rose as indications showed the Christian candidate poised to win the election to the post of the President of the Union, against the Moslem contender.  Following the infiltration of the campus by hoodlums and mercenary voters hired by the Moslem group, the electoral committee decided to postpone the election.  However, while everybody dispersed, the Moslem students having hatched their satanic plans, herded their female members into the mosque, while the Christian girls innocently retired to their hostels.  Later in the morning however, the male Christian students were drawn into a deadly, clearly pre-planned diversionary attack by the Moslem students, while a group described as “hired thugs” broke into the female hostel and carried out probably the most hideous, vilest orgy imaginable.  The Christian girls were gang raped, maimed and killed.  The report in the national news magazine Tell, cautious and toned down as it must have been, was still gruesome enough.  Citing names and identities of particular victims, it describes the general scenario: “..after a female student had been raped [by up to 10 men], her laps would be opened while a sharp object would be pushed into her through her genitals”.  Others received machete cuts on their breasts while one “had her wrist cut in Sharia style”.  (Tell Oct 14, 2002, pg 31).  All these just for being a Christian!


Reports indicate that though the College authorities could see the handwriting long before the event, they did virtually nothing to prevent the situation; and even while it lasted, it took the intervention of students in neighbouring Ahmadu Bello University, Kongo Campus, to invite the Police, four hours into the fracas.  But for this intervention, it is suggested that the death toll might have been even much higher!  The men at the helm of affairs in the College certainly consider it all a minor incident and are working overtime to play it down.  Tell reported that when the Provost led a team of the management of the College to the ABU Teaching Hospital where most of the students lied critically sick, he merely said, “Sorry, it is a minor problem.  It will be resolved”.  Likewise, the Kaduna State Media Corporation simply said the government had brought the crisis under control.  The Federal government, owners of the College, is not known to have made any comments by press time.

Sober Thought: Living in an environment like this (and it could have been any one of us!), is it not amazing that we could still have many Christians living casual and material-oriented lives?  What a double tragedy should one happen to get killed for a faith one is not really serious about!

Moslems continue to massacre Christians at will in Pakistan

Christians in Pakistan continue to be sitting ducks for Islamic radicals to maim and murder at will – and the government seems completely helpless to intervene.  Rather, according to Shahbaz Bhatti, chairman of the All Pakistan Minority Alliance, “The government has released the leaders and masterminds of banned militant organizations, who are involved in waging a holy war against non-Muslims. This is the reason that terrorists are reorganizing and regrouping themselves in Pakistan,"


We have had occasions to report several of the attacks on Christians in Pakistan.  Again last Christmas, Islamic radicals launched a grenade attack on a tiny Protestant Church in eastern Punjab, killing 3 and wounding several others.  One of the men later arrested for the attack was Maulvi Azhar, an Islamic cleric who had openly urged his congregation to kill Christians.  However, within days, he was released, ostensibly based on Court injunctions.  He then promptly disappeared from the country, leaving Christians outraged.  According to Bhatti, “the ongoing attacks against them (Christians) proves that militants and terrorists are becoming stronger and more organized than even the government institutions".

(Associated Press, 31/12/02)

Tough times for Missionaries in Islamic Countries

Men and women totally committed to the Lord Jesus and His gospel continue to pay the ultimate price, in demonstration of their love.  In Yemen, 3 American Medical Missionaries serving at the Jibla Baptist Hospital were shot dead by an Islamic militant with Al Qaeda links, on December 30.  The muslim gunman had burst into the Baptist hospital cradling a rifle hidden inside his coat as if it were a baby.  He opened fire, shooting 60-year-old William Koehn of Texas, 53-year-old Kathleen Gariety of Wisconsin and 57-year-old Dr. Martha Myers of Alabama, each in the head. A fourth missionary, 49-year-old Donald Caswell of Texas, was seriously wounded. http://www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=30321 

Earlier, on November 21, an alumnus of the Moody Bible Institute and Medical Missionary in Southern Lebanon, Bonni Penner (31) was similarly shot dead - with 3 bullets to her head. The killing occurred shortly after the opening of her clinic at the evangelical Unity Centre.  Husband Gary says he has already forgiven the man who did the killing saying it is part of his faith to forgive.  Meanwhile, were these attacks directed at some other groups, say ‘gays and lesbians’, then we can expect a more indignant coverage by the Press than is currently the case.


While reflecting on these sad situations, perhaps our primary response should be to ask ourselves what we are willing to do for our Lord and Saviour, while we still have the opportunity.  For truly as He has said, “I come quickly, and my reward is with me”.

At Ilogbo Ekiti traditionalists disrupt Crusade, abduct preacher

A six-day revival programme organized by the local branch of the Christian Association of Nigeria in Ilogbo-Ekiti was disrupted on day 2 by “traditional religion practitioners “.  According to a report in the Punch the trouble started “when the traditionalists suddenly besieged the crusade venue at the heat of the programme armed with sticks, cudgels, stones and other dangerous weapons”.  The invited minister, Rev Femi Oluwande of the Calvary Church, Ado-Ekiti was hit by stones and later abducted to an unknown destination.  He was found next morning, unconscious in a bush and was rushed to a hospital for medical attention.  All the public address systems as well as drums, generator and over 2,000 Bibles were also burnt by the traditionalist mob.  At Press time, Police said they were still investigating the case and will issue a definite statement “soon”.  (Punch Dec 12, pg 6).

Sharia continues to search for foothold in Lagos

In our last edition, we mention the surprising report (by Lagos Governor himself) that he is under pressure to introduce Sharia into the State – the state with the largest Christian population in Nigeria.  Now apparently following the same script as that in Oyo state (see Vol. *)an independent sharia panel (ISP) has now been established in Lagos State by the state chapter of the supreme council for sharia in Nigeria. The panel, which was inaugurated last week in December, is expected to implement the Islamic legal code in the state 

through private initiatives. Nigeria Today Online 27/12/02

Finally, Sharia rapist convinced to appeal

Sarimu Mohammed Baranda, the 54 year old man previously sentenced to death by stoning for raping a 9 year old girl in May has now appealed the judgement.  Previously the man had refused to appeal the death sentence leaving the State government in a quandary of what to do with the criminal, long after the period for appealing had expired.  Now it is reported that Mallam Baranda has been “pressured to change his mind” by his defence counsel.  He now claims he was insane when he committed the offence.  Clearly the current Sharia movement which came into existence during the government of a born-again Christian in Nigeria is a political one, and the Lord knows how to catch the crafty in their own nets.  May the Lord continue to be the defence of His people, especially while all this madness lasts.

Church Refuses $100,000 tithes – from Lottery

The Salvation Army in Naples, Florida (US) will not accept a $100,000 donation from a man who had won $14.3 million in the Florida Lottery.  And it is not because it was the wrong percentage!

The Salvation Army said it could not morally accept winnings from the Lottery that it opposes.  Even though an official of the organization had earlier accepted the cheque from 71 year old David L. Rush, the winner; Major Cleo Damon, head of the Salvation Army office in Naples had the cheque returned.  “There are times where Major Damon is counseling families who are about to become homeless because of gambling”, explained the spokesperson for the Church. (Christianity Today, 30/12/02 / www.wrbs.com)

Incense-burning can cause cancer

A report by scientists from the National Cheng Kung University in Taiwan has shown that members of religious groups who expose themselves to incense aroma could be doing more than attracting spiritual entities of questionable characters, to say the least.  Dangerous levels of cancer-causing chemicals have been identified in incense smoke.  In one study, levels of Poly Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs) found in a temple in Taiwan were 19 times higher than ambient levels outside the temple.  One of these PAHs was Benzopyrene which is linked to lung cancer in smokers.  Levels of benzopyrene found in the temple were 40 times higher than those in homes where residents smoked tobacco but do not burn incense. (Tell Nov. 4, 2002, pg 63).  All incense, whether used by churches, occultists, or other spiritualists come from same sources and are sold in the same spiritualist shops.  How can this then discriminate between ‘good’ and ‘evil’ spirits?

FAMILY AND SOCIETY

Extra-marital sex hazardous to health

HAMBURG, Germany - Extra-marital sex can increase your risk of having a heart attack, a cardiologist has told a congress on sexual health in the German city of Hamburg. Graham Jackson, a British heart specialist at St Thomas's Hospital in London, found couples in long-term relationships were far less likely to have heart attacks while having sex than those having affairs or one-night stands.  (Oddly Enough – UK Reuters, 4/12/02)

Widow bathed in acid for not producing male child

Mrs Stella Ejeh lost her husband to assassins in 1997 and that was only the beginning of her nightmare.  Accused of failing to bear a male child for their son before his demise, Mrs Ejeh’s in-laws ejected her and her only daughter from her matrimonial home in July.  Next, “she was tricked to the in-laws home town, Orankwu in Idemli local government area of Anambra state where one of her late husband’s brother bathed her and her daughter with … acid” (Punch Dec 9, pg 11). 


Highlighting the case, the Women’s Aid Collective (WACOL) said such incidents unfortunately are getting more and more rampant in our society.  According to an official of WACOL Nkechi Ilochi, “the violence was being perpetrated mainly against widows, who were wives of rich men.  The aim of the violence, she said, was to seize the man’s wealth, especially if he died without a will”

Man offered to sell 6-month old daughter


A middle-aged man in Niger state decided he needed money to buy a car and a tractor, and so began a discreet search for a potential buyer for his 6-month old daughter.  Selling price: N6 million.  When the Area Commander of the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) in the area, Mallam Umar Abdulkadir, learnt of the matter, he posed as an interested buyer.  A selling price of N1.5 million was finally struck.


The callous dad was unrepentant even upon his arrest.  He bluntly told the police “that he had the right over what to do to his child” reported the Punch (Dec 9, 2002, pg 12).  

CA! comments: Indeed there is but a little gap between this incident and the common practice in the North where teenage girls are literally sold away in marriage to partners old enough to be their grand fathers.  Perhaps the man in this story should have waited a few more years? Sad!

13 Year old takes after Dad in Drug Trafficking

A 13-year-old boy who arrived in New York with 87 packets of heroin in his stomach has been nabbed at New York. Prince Nnaedozie Umegbolu swallowed heroin-filled condoms a few days before beginning his trip to New York on April 10, but became sick before meeting someone who had promised him $1,900 to act as a courier” reports Nigeria Today Online (27/12/02).Umegbolu, an American citizen, had been living with his grandparents in Abuja, Nigeria. The boy's father is imprisoned in the United States for recruiting drug mules to smuggle heroin into Georgia. Young Umegbolu, testified that he was smuggling the drugs so that he could reunite with his mother also in Georgia.

More Teens Value Their Virginity


FEWER TEENS are having sex, and more are placing a higher value on virginity. A recent study from the Centers for Disease Control showed that the number of high school students who say they have never had sexual intercourse rose by almost 10 per cent between 1991 and 2001.  Although many Christian parents worry about the media's constant use of sex to sell products and boost ratings, it seems there is a growing number of teens who are consciously rejecting this message. MSN News on December 3 noted that the new "abstinence movement" was largely fostered by cultural conservatives and evangelical Christians. But when Newsweek interviewed many of the teens it found that factors other than religion were involved as well, such as caring parents, a sense of their own unreadiness, and the desire to gain some semblance of control over their own destinies.

Human cloning in the news again

The claim by a Florida-based company Clonaid to have produced the first human clone on December 26 is being received largely with skepticism worldwide.  Apart from the claim, no scientific proof that a clone had been produced was given and the promise to do DNA testing has been reneged upon.  Clonaid was founded by Claude Vorilhon, a former French journalist and leader of a sect called the Raelians.  Vorilhon, who calls himself Rael, claims a space alien visited him in Dec 1973 and revealed to him that extra terrestrials had created life on earth through their genetic engineering. (MSNBC 31/12/02)  [There is no end to what Man can believe once he rejects the truth of the Gospel.  Truly, the devil is in no short supply of ideas for those who would choose to reject the Truth of the love of God plainly stated in the Scriptures!]

Nuns also sexually abused

Still reeling from the massive negative publicity given to the world-wide involvement of her Priests in homosexual abuse of minors entrusted into their charges, the Roman Catholic Church seems caught again in another scandal.  Several thousands of Nuns in the United States are claiming sexual victimization from priests and other nuns in the Church.  From the results of a national survey carried out at the St Louis University, four out of every ten Nuns involved say they have suffered some form of sexual trauma within the Church.  According to a report monitored from Zion’s Cry website: “This often has had devastating psychological effects on the women. Many of the Nuns said they were left with feelings of anger, shame, anxiety and depression. Some said it made them consider leaving religious life, and a few said they had attempted suicide. … One woman wrote that after a priest fondled one of her breasts during confession, she remained so upset that she did not return to confession for the next 18 years.  Another wrote that as a young girl, her uncle, who also was a priest, insisted on touching holy oil to her genital area ‘to keep me safe while dating.’ Still another wrote that a priest-therapist treating her for severe depression encouraged her to become involved in ‘sexual experimentation.’ The woman said she later began a relationship with another Nun.” 

However, although this national scientific study (in the United States) focused primarily on the Catholic Church, indications are that this sad situation is rife in other Churches and faiths as well.   In a quick survey of the United Methodist Church women clergy and women rabbis (Judaism) 77% and 73% of the women, respectively, said they had been sexually harassed. (Reference: E-mail: billsmith@post-dispatch.com http://stltoday.com/stltoday/news )

Killed in service: In Jos, the Plateau State Director of Special Duties (Cabinet Office), Mr Ishaku Magaji, was lynched to death over alleged unpaid salary arrears.  Late Mr Magaji was beaten with clubs and other dangerous weapons till he collapsed and died, by members of the State Civil Service – apparently literate people in a supposed Christian city.  May the Lord have mercy on our society! (Punch Tuesday, 3/12/02, front page)

Church Arise! held Creation-Evolution Lecture, Sponsors Creation Science Society

With the help of the Lord, we capped our outreaches for the year 2002 with a Public Lecture on the issue of Radioisotope Dating and the Age of the Earth.  At the Lecture, Dr Joshua Ojo painstakingly debunked all the false assumptions involved in radio-dating.  By the end of the lecture, it was clear to most in the audience that the earth’s age could only be a few thousands years rather than the billions being bandied about for it.  The grave implications of the topic for the Christian faith were also clearly spelt out.


Considering the technical nature of the topic, attendance at the Lecture was quite impressive (over 50) and attendees included several professors and other senior academics from various departments, including Physics, Geology, English etc, of the Obafemi Awolowo University.  Prof Funsho Sonaiya of Plant Science department very excellently chaired the occasion and kept the issue from degenerating into emotionalism, while Mr Laja Osoniyi of Biochemistry department was the amiable anchorman.


A video and also text of the lecture is available for borrowing from our Secretariat.  The text and other materials will also soon be available at our website www.ChurchArise.org (under articles).  A christian tract based on the Lecture has also been produced and significantly, the Creation Science Society of Nigeria is being formed to further spread the good news about the God of creation to professional scientists in the country.  Please write us for details if interested.

And below is the Schedule of our Outreaches for the first half of 2003

As usual, the meetings are scheduled for the 3rd Wednesday of each month.  Please pray along with us, and attend these meetings with your friends.

January 15: Video Outreach

February 19: Open Day/Discussions

March 19: Public Lecture: The Microchip culture – where will it end?

April 16: Understanding the Times Seminar (Topic to be announced)

*May 8-10: BOOTCAMP: “Olivet 2003”

June 18: Video Outreach

BOOTCAMP 2003!

Our old readers will remember we had our first Bootcamp in May 2000.  A 10-day affair led by Rev John Challender from Milwaukee in the United States, it was attended by nearly 60 pastors and other ministers of God.  The current one will be a three-day affair to provide in-depth teachings on End-times related issues in particular.  It will be conducted by Dr Joshua Ojo and other anointed men of God.  There is no fee to be paid; and Accomodation and Feeding will also be provided free.  You may register at our Secretariat or by phone (036-231387), or by e-mail (jojo@oauife.edu.ng)

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

Beware of globalization, Attorney General warns African Leaders


Nigeria’s Attorney General and Minister of Justice, Kanu Agabi “has called on African leaders to oppose the attempt by the West to re-enslave Africa in the name of globalization” reports the Punch (2/12/02, page 3).  Speaking at the 8th biennial Conference of the African Bar Association in Abuja, Agabi said that the way globalization was being practiced is detrimental to Africa’s interest.  He likened it to a second attempt at enslavement similar to colonization.


Meanwhile, the New World Order agenda suffered a setback in Nigeria recently when legislators refused to adopt the UN Child Right’s Bill.  Starting from the commendable points of preventing child abuse, the Bill surreptitiously goes on to include sweeping provisions that make it a crime for individuals to correct or train their children according to their personal convictions.  All children are to be trained according to UN principles derived from demonic forces (for example the demon Djwahl Khul is openly acknowledged as having inspired the Robert Muller’s World Core Curriculum upon which all UN agenda are based).  Had Nigeria adopted the bill as presented, the country will be under the searchlight of a 10-member Technical Committee set up by the UN to monitor compliance with the provisions of the conventions.  In countries like Britain and Canada, it is illegal to spank any child for whatsoever reason; and defaulting parents could have the children taken from them, in addition of course to jail terms. 

Ushering in the New Religion 
Regular readers of CA! are aware that the ultimate twin goals of the new world advocates, preparatory to the revealing of the antichrist, is the institution of both a One World Government and a One World Religion.  The new religion is to be synthesized from all existing religions by drawing from the ‘best’ aspects of each.  In reality, it is no more than the final onslaught against Biblical Christianity, the only faith that cannot condone mixture or compromise.  Adulterated truth is nothing but falsehood.  Now all these New Age efforts are openly being linked together as advocates boldly make efforts to take over the stage in world affairs.

Using the Earth Charter as the stepping stone, (like we have always warned), advocates of a new global religion are forging ahead in selling their ideas at the grassroots, starting from the United States. Not long ago, 12 Earth Charter Summits held simultaneously in 12 American cities, linked by interactive TV.  Though the advertised objective of the summits was to secure the support of professional and community groups involved in grassroots effort  for the Earth Charter, the proceedings clearly show that the new religion was also gradually being presented with the Earth Charter (see Vol 5 No 4).  According to Christian researcher Steve Frazier who attended one of the summits, (held at the Catholic Marian College at Indianapolis) one of the items in the programme was yoga with the following encouragement to participants: “Relax and discipline your mind with this Hindu spiritual art form. Let Kim Allen, a certified yoga instructor, guide you towards the path of enlightenment and liberation.”  Another session was titled Tai Chi Chih and the entry stated, "Join Ann Daly as she teaches you the techniques of this spiritual art form. Relaxation and lots of moving energy abound!"


Frazier’s report (presented by Gary Kah at www.GaryKah.com) continues: At one point during the summit, the attention shifted to the national level. A prayer was broadcast live from Tampa via satellite, to all participating cities. The prayer included a request for blessings from "sister moon and stars…brothers wind and air…sister water…brother fire…sister earth - our mother who feeds us…and sister death…"
This was followed by remarks from each of the conference [twelve]sites.  David Korten, President of Positive Future's Network, spoke to all the centers via interactive TV calling for a shift from the “old story” [of the Bible] to the “new story” of evolution and awakening to a sacred cosmos (worship of creation).  Laying the groundwork for this "new" religion, he remarked:
        Fifteen billion years ago all energy and mass packed into the size of a pinhead, exploded and was dispersed across space…then four billion years ago earth gave birth to a living organism, a single cell…these cells then transformed into a living web…[then] came the creation of a being with the capacity to reflect on its own consciousness.

      The new story, of which the building blocks are thoughts…spiritual intelligence is God…we must choose the new story to guide our future…this is a time of passage to a new human era…an evolutionary moment, taking a step toward species maturity.

These efforts are of course not restricted to the United States alone.  In France, the Earth Charter is to be linked to the French Constitution (by June 2003 if things work out to plan) and a 
Sommet de la Francophonie meeting of 55 French-speaking states is scheduled for Burkina Faso in the Fall of 2004 to further disseminate and sell the idea.  For other efforts at Papua New Guinea, Brazil, Scotland, Thailand etc see www.earthcharter.org/events/evebt.cfm?id_activity=465; For ongoing efforts at another level, the United Religions, check www.uri.org and in particular the article  interfaithnews_net  United Religions Initiative Comes of Age in Rio.htm

Latest developments on the “New Tolerance”: Christian organizations must allow non-Christians in leadership positions.


The New World Order is steadily showing its true colours and ultimate intentions.  Charles Colson in his book Who speaks for God (pg 71-74), mentioned a 1984 case in the US where a Court awarded a cost of $400,000 against a Church for separating an unrepentant adulterer from fellowship.  The Court and the public held that a person’s ‘love life’ is not the Church’s business.  Now almost 20 years later the world continues to make strange demands of the Church.  The setting is at the University of North Carolina where three Students Christian Organizations have been told that their requirements that their leaders be Christians violated the University’s anti-discrimination codes.  They have been asked to either change the rules or lose their status as recognized University Organizations.  However, the Chancellor of the University, James Moeser has had to intervene, at least on behalf of one of the Organizations, the InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF).  Ordering the office involved to allow the IVCF maintain its status, Moeser said that he appreciates the “valuable contributions” of the Organization to “student life and campus leadership … in its many years” at the University.  “I want to preserve that relationship, and I pledge to do all I can to support the IVCF and its values..”.  He said the University needs to distinguish between “illegal discrimination” and “principles of freedom of expression”. (Christianity Today, 30/12/02).  The question is what happens where the Pharaoh in office does not know Joseph?

Study reports increased cell phone – related deaths

A new study in the US has found that the death toll from crashes caused by drivers talking on cell phones appears to have increased.  The study by Harvard University’s Centre for Risk Analysis, estimates a rate of 2,600 cell phone – related road deaths per year compared to a figure of 1,000 just 2 years ago.  The study also estimated that 570,000 injuries each year and 1.5 million incidents of property damage can be blamed on cell phone use by drivers (Punch 4/12/02, pg 48).  In Nigeria the Federal Road Safety Commission has already prohibited the use of cell phones while driving and we urge our readers to take care not to be part of these ugly statistics.

       In the advanced countries, headphones and similar adaptors are now available to reduce the risk in making phone calls while driving.  In the near future, cell phones will be obsolete as, with an implanted microchip, you would not even need to talk to communicate to other people.   Communication via thoughts will be one of the several features of the implanted chip, as we have mentioned on several instances.  (see for instance ABC news Aug 25, 2000 or CA! Vol * )

Yasser Arafat’s Brigade continue suicide bombing in Israel

The new year began with no end in sight to the suicide bombing of innocent Israeli citizens as the first Sunday night of the year in Tel Aviv was shattered in double suicide bombing occurring within one minute one of another.  It was one of the deadliest bombings in more than 2 years of Palestinian campaign of violence.  The extra-large bombs contained ball bearings and sharp metal fragments making injuries more severe.  There are even suggestions that poisons were added to make the bombs even more lethal.  At the end of the day, amidst torn body parts here and there, at least 23 lives have been lost and over 100 injured or maimed.  The Nablus branch of Al Aqsa, wing of Yasser Arafat’s Fatah took responsibility for this sickening bloody act.  It is another confirmation that Yasser Arafat, who is also involved in the American Road Map initiative is not in control of the Palestinian end.  See http://www.haaretzdaily.com/hasen/pages/Flash1.html 

The invasion of Iraq is coming

Despite the on-going inspection exercise by UN monitors in Iraq, it is widely expected that the United States will soon attack Baghdad.  In fact, considering the need to conclude the war before the punishing middle east summer, it is widely being speculated that air strikes would commence between January 29 – Feb 3, based on the need to have the Blix report come in first (Jan 27) and expected weather conditions! (refs****).  These are hardly idle speculations as the evidences on ground clearly shows.  As at Press time, the US Army is mobilizing about 10,000 part-time troops, as well as the Reserve and National Guard soldiers. (http://rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/nm/ts_nm/links/  news - web sites). In fact, by the first week of 2003, reports are that about 100 US Special Forces members and more than 50 Central Intelligence Agency officers have been inside Iraq for at least four months.

New Technology and Economic necessities prepare ground for antichrist

We present another local development that again emphasizes that all over the world, the ground is being prepared for the coming one world government – to be headed by the antichrist.  In Lagos, the government has come to the conclusion that for developments to come, a “Property Identification Scheme” must be implemented which will open the door for special property tax to be charged and efficiently collected.  According to Governor Tinubu, the scheme involves determining “the size, location and other details of all properties in Lagos.”  For this purpose “a firm which had done similar work successfully in other places and especially Canada” were involved.  The Governor continues “… In our central computers, it is now possible, upon supply of details of streets and so on, to bring up several different elevation of any building in the identified areas”. (Tell 28/10/02, page 70-71). It is then only a small step in the near future to switch to a satellite-based database which will provide a real-time image of any property in all of Lagos.  That’s real surveillance!


Regular readers of CA! will understand that this is no way a criticism of this scheme by the Lagos Government.  However, like other necessities/conveniences which could be accommodated today, it clearly points out to a near future where there is no escaping the world order.  Indeed, “who is it that can overcome the world, but he that believes that Jesus Christ is the Son of God?” 1 John 5:5.

Creation Tips News from the Creation Tips website.   Issue 21. January-February 2003

Governors in Two US States Apologize For Monstrous Eugenics Laws

THE GOVERNORS of Oregon and Virginia have apologized for past state laws that forced thousands of people to be sterilized under a monstrous evolutionary plan to eliminate "unfit" people. The eugenics laws of the United States and Nazi Germany were based on pseudoscientific evolutionary ideas that sought to prevent people considered "unfit" or "defective" from having children. 

  The horrific evolutionary theory of eugenics was founded by Charles Darwin's cousin, Francis Galton, and was the driving force behind Nazi dictator Adolf Hitler's goal to breed a superior race.

  Oregon's governor, John Kitzhaber, formally apologized to his State's victims in December for the shame and horror inflicted on them by the eugenics law. Virginia's governor, Mark Warner, had apologized earlier in the year. Girls in reform school, people in mental institutions and women on welfare were among 2,500 Oregonians who were forcibly sterilized under a law that stood from 1917 to 1983.

  Eugenics could only take hold because the theory of evolution seemed to have done away with the need for the sovereign Creator, God, who had given humankind absolute moral laws. If you do away with morality, outrageous racism and crimes like compulsory sterilization and Hitler's death camps no longer can be said to be evil.

Astronomy Bombshell:    Jupiter Could Form In Hundreds, Not Millions, Of Years

THE PLANET JUPITER and similar gas giants could have formed in only hundreds of years, not millions, a surprise study by University of Washington researchers has shown.  The research was published in the November 29 issue of the journal Science. 

  Current models of solar system evolution hold that a planet of Jupiter's size would need more than a million years to form. But study co-author, astrophysicist Thomas R. Quinn, said the standard model is wrong. "If a gas giant planet can't form quickly, it probably won't form at all," he said.

  People have been indoctrinated in the evolutionary idea that things take millions of years to form. This study shows one more area in which common evolutionary belief about long ages is mistaken.
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EXHORTATION  

The Contest for Men’s Hearts and Minds

     What are the values by which we as a people shall live?

     First, we must discern the false values of our culture. Tragically, the church has become so comfortable with the culture it can no longer see the bankruptcy of its egocentric, materialistic ways.  Indeed, much Christian literature and preaching is but a religious adaptation of self-indulgent secular standards.  But the “what’s in it for me,” “God will put a chicken in every pot” message mocks the hard-edged truth of the gospel. It is nothing less than heresy.

     Second, we must study and know the holy, infallible Word of God and the great theological truths of our faith.  Without a solid biblical foundation, we are not only unable to defend our faith, but we are also easy prey for the lures of hedonism and cheap grace.

     Third, we must “crown him Lord of all,” as the great hymn proclaims.  For many Christians, God has first priority – on Sunday mornings – but life goes on as usual the rest of the week.  Our religious experience is considered private, affecting inner feelings perhaps, but not outward actions.  But being Christian is more than mouthing pious hymns or believing in a vague deity.  To follow the Christ of the Scriptures inevitably – and radically – alters one’s opinions and values on everything from life-style, to the dignity of life, to justice, to art, to intellectual perceptions.  It involves the totality of our lives – and only as we grasp that truth and make Christ Lord of all can we ever hope to make an impact on the totality of our culture.

     Fourth, we must take the church to the people.  Too often we sit in church as spectators, waiting for the needy multitudes to come watch the show with us.  But for those in need – spiritually and physically – a fat, lethargic church preoccupied with its own entertainment holds no appeal.  Our challenge is to get out of our cozy pews and take the gospel to those outside.  Jesus didn’t set up counseling hours in the temple; he went into the homes of the most notorious sinners, to the places where the lame, the beggars, the needy could be found.

     And finally, we must invade the secular market-place.  Our best writers shouldn’t all compete for spots with Christianity Today or CBN, for example, but should infiltrate the newsrooms of the New York Times and CBS.  Christian scholars should debate their secular counterparts and shatter the myth that Christian faith is intellectually inferior.  Christian businesspeople need to apply biblical principles to everyday office decisions.

     That’s wrestling for the hearts and minds of the secular world – on their turf. 

Charles Colson

Culled from an article The Contest for Men’s Hearts and Minds –Part III in his book Who speaks for God?  Living Book edition, April 1994 pp 103 – 107.

Topical issue: THE OPEN VIEW OF GOD  – apostasy at the door!


In 2 Tim 3:1-5, the apostle Paul listed as the last of 19 characteristic markers of the end times, “having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof ”.  We are now witnessing an avalanche of doctrines, all claiming to be christian, but at the crucial points, plainly negating what is needed to bring out the benefits of Christianity.  Hence, for instance, we have so-called Christians who agree with all standard Christian doctrines but believe that the Lord Jesus was a created being.  Jehovah Witnesses, for example, belong to this group.  In their case, they believe that the Lord Jesus is one and same person as the archangel Michael – now upgraded. The Mormons (Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints), on their own believe (among other heresies) in “the law of eternal progression” which proclaims that God is getting better everyday; and that we too are on our way to godhood.  There are numerous other cults, perhaps less known, peddling similar dangerous doctrines.  One mark of these cults is that apart from the one or two crucial truths they are denying (and which they are very quiet about!), they go out of their way to affirm the other truths of Christianity – especially when it comes to demonstrating “love”, “tolerance” and “unity”.  As we have repeatedly mentioned in this newsletter, the coming one world religion will be just the result of such unity and love that compromises on “Truth”.  It is the antichrist’s last ‘joker’ for the world (2 Thess. 2:3).


Charles Colson, in his book referred to elsewhere in this edition of CA! included a 1984 article titled “God isn’t dead, Just Sick and Feeble”.  In it, he showed the subtle efforts of Satan to deceive the people of God, no longer by claiming that there is no God (as in the days of Communism), but rather that God is very much alive, but limited in what He can know or do!  The usual route taken in making such a preposterous claim is by appealing to the question of evil and pain in the world.  Why does God allow evil if He is all-good and all-knowing/all-powerful?


Recently the matter was brought close home to us at Church Arise!  A confused young Christian on our University campus at Ile-Ife had asked for our comments on the “Classical” and “Open” views of God.  Our attitude that this was a mere academic question quickly changed to concern when we were later presented with the source of trouble for the young man.  It was a book recently published and authored by Gregory A. Boyd, professor of Theology at a US Bible College and Senior Pastor of a Baptist Church.  Deceptively titled “God of the Possible – A Biblical introduction to the Open View of God”, and based on the same shallow and carnal discussion of the question of sin and evil that Colson wrote about, the book set out to prove that God does not know everything that will happen in the future.  Neither can He guarantee what will happen!  What was particularly alarming was the discovery that the book had just been acquired by the Library of the Christian youth organization that our inquirer belonged to.  The spectre of several dozens of impressionable young and innocent truth-seeking minds being confronted with the flowery language and well-crafted sentiments of a “faith-destroyer” has compelled us to do this brief review, at least to provide a balance for the people of God, not only on our Campus but elsewhere.


Having with a stroke of the pen robbed God of His omniscience and sovereignty, Pastor Boyd nevertheless tells his readers that that was only a minor point.  The big issue, according to him, is “love” and “tolerance”.  How can a Bible-believing Christian get to this position?  The author explains in the preface: “One evening .... I came upon 2 Kings 20 while reading my Bible.”  The question that arose in his mind thereafter was: “how could God change His mind and add fifteen extra years of life to Hezekiah, if He indeed knows all future?” From such a tenuous position, Prof Boyd then went ahead to cast shadows of doubts on the practically innumerous passages that clearly declare the omnipotence, omniscience and sovereignty of God, challenging them with passages which his limited understanding and narrow interpretation adjudge to be contradictory!  Such passages include Num. 14:11 where God asked Moses, “How long will this people despise me?”, which in turn prompted Prof Boyd to ask: “If God wonders about future issues, does this not imply that the future is to some extent unsettled?” (pg 58-59).  At a point, Prof Boyd was later to boldly declare that “the view of God as eternally unchanging in every aspect …. owes more to Plato than it does to the Bible” (pg 109).  In short passages like Gen. 18:14, Jer. 32:17, Mal. 3:6, Luke 1:37, Rom 4:21, Heb 13:8, Rev 1:1, 8, 18; Rev. 17:17, Rev 22:12-13 etc were all actually  inspired by Plato!


Of course Prof Boyd could not really deny that God claims not only to “know the end from the beginning”, but to actually be the “Beginning and the End”.  What he attempts is a strange mathematics that adds together the “Yes” and “No” (as perceived by him) bible passages to arrive at the bizarre conclusion that the future is “partly settled” and is “partly opened”.  Of course this oxymoron of a partially settled future is nothing but pure TRASH.  A matter is either settled or it is not.  Appealing to such nuances and play on words, Pastor Boyd gently coaxes his reader into heresy and apostasy.  It’s a shame that books as this now practically litter Christian bookshops and libraries, making our days most perilous indeed.


The author asked the question “what practical difference does the Open View make” (Chapter 3), and immediately answered in the first instance, that “the disagreement between the Open View of God and the future and the classical View is minor” (page 89).  Indeed!  Nevertheless, he went ahead to list seven areas in which he believes this view might positively affect the “quality of our faith and lives” – and why we must embrace it.  It turned out that all seven are mere appeals to carnality or demonstration of ignorance of God.  For instance, the Open View is supposed to make more intellectual sense, prevent fatalism, provide a [simplistic] answer to the question of evil, etc, and strangely, it is also supposed to accord more with the findings of Quantum Physics.  On the last issue, one wonders what Physics, which deals with the study of Creation, has got to do with the Creator who can only be known by His revelation? 


In reality, the danger the Open View of God and Future thesis poses to the faith of believers is enormous, and quite obvious.  In the preface, the author fleetingly referred to “the controversy over this issue that has engulfed our denomination the last three years”.  That is to be expected!  Even more so, this thesis strives so hard to convince us that God does not know all future and has no absolute power over all future.  That His well-intentioned advice might end up fouled up.  That He is really limited to the extent that He can help, etc, etc. So where does all these leave the Christian?  With what benefit does the author intend to replace our faith in a completely dependable God he is labouring so hard to steal away?  How dares a finite mortal judge the infinite God?  For example, was God’s purpose in the earthly life of Jesus really a failure – as our finite intellect must suggest?  Who, including Prof Boyd, knows what else could have happened, had what he imagines to be a particular failure not happened?  And who knows what is yet to happen and how that will interact with what has happened already?  Only the God of the Bible claims to know.  And only Satan inspires people to challenge God’s claim!


Those familiar with hard-core satanic literature are aware that satanists (demons and humans) fervently believe they are still going to win in the coming war against God.  It is the “Open View of God and the future” that gives them ALL their hope and expectation.  What the Bible has revealed however is simple and clear.  The devil WILL end up in the Lake of Fire (Rev. 20:10) – nothing OPEN to chance there!  Jesus will reign for ever –  not a mere wish, but a certainty!  Likewise, humans have two clear choices – to doubt God (and follow Satan) and end up in hell fire (Mathew 25:41) or trust and obey the Lord Jesus and reign with Him forever (John 14:3).  The FACT that the sovereign LORD God happens to know what each individual will eventually choose; and that He does not in any way interfere with this choice (that He might be justified when He speaks and be clear when He judges, Psa 51:4) does not change the equation one bit.  Two Scriptures for Pastor Boyd and those in his camp to meditate upon:

Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God” (Mathew 22:29)

For ever O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven. (Psalm 119:89)
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